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AIWEFA – An Introduction

The All India Women’s Education Fund Association (AIWEFA) was founded in 1929 under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi and vibrant women stalwarts of the freedom movement like 
Sarojini Naidu, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Aruna Asaf Ali, Kamladevi Chattopadhyay, Annie Besant 
among others to empower women.

Education was recognised as the catalytic agent for social change, and in 1932, AIWEFA 
established the Home Science College, Lady Irwin College, New Delhi to bring a scientific 
temper in women’s education.

For the last eight decades, AIWEFA’s programmes have been implemented to promote holistic 
and sustainable development in rural and urban areas. Activities promote education and 
training of women to advance women’s rights; impart training in relevant issues like violence 
against women; family and child care; environmental sustainability; nutrition and health; 
vocational skills to enhance economic empowerment and to build their capacity for political 
representation and participation. Rural initiatives include the introduction of drudgery reducing 
tools/ equipments for farm and off farm work.

Combining academic strength with sound implementation and training strategies, AIWEFA 
adopts a sustainable approach to human development. Through field projects AIWEFA organizes 
campaigns, seminars, workshops; develops IEC material, publications; builds partnerships with 
NGOs (lndia Alliance for Child Rights, Sulabh International), Government (Department of 
Science & Technology, MNRE, Delhi State), Public Sector (GAIL), Corporate (NIIT), and Bilateral 
agencies (UNESCO, FAO, Ford Foundation, UN Women, UNICEF).

In 1999 AIWEFA has been granted the “NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC)”. In 2003 AIWEFA accepted the role of 
Regional Coordinator of the UN’s Informal Regional Network of NGOs (NGO IRENE).

In celebration of its 85th Foundation Year, AIWEFA in association with Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. 
(MSIL) has skilled 400 underprivileged women from Delhi/ NCR in safe car driving. In 
association with UNESCO organised a conference on the “Transition of Women from Education 
to full Employment” highlighting employment opportunities through skill development. With 
Delhi Police, AIWEFA trained 150 women in self defence techniques. On the call of Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, AIWEFA has initiated the Swachh Campaign (Cleanliness Drive) under the 
leadership of Ms. Meenakshi Lekhi, MP. In August 2015, AIWEFA presented the XIIIth Nina Sibal 
Memorial Award that bestows Rs. 5 lakhs award amount upon an organisation working in the 
area of disabilities.

On 20th August 2015, Hon'ble Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, inaugurated the AIWEFA's 
highly relevant event "Launch of 100 Cyber Security Workshops" in Delhi/NCR colleges. Prof. 
Dinesh Singh, Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi, handed over the 'Cyber Security Torch' to the 
first College, to hold the workshop.

With the commencement of these workshops, AIWEFA has taken a step forward in fulfilling the 
dream of "Digital India"
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I. LAUNCH : AN INTRODUCTION

Context and Background

The launch of 100 Cyber Security Workshops in Delhi-NCR Colleges on Thursday, 20 August 
2015 at India International Centre, New Delhi was highly significant within the framework of 
AIWEFA’s programmes to address the multiple challenges faced by today’s youth, especially 
women, emphasising their multifaceted personality and the evolving cyber security needs.

The fascinating world of cyber space empowers safe users as much as it lures unsuspecting 
victims into the ever present pitfalls. In this background, it has become imperative to keep pace 
with technological changes and convert fearful victims into confident and empowered 
consumers of online services, government’s social security initiatives and e-wallets and other 
payment portals.

In the context of the Hon’ble Prime Minister Modiji’s ‘Digital India’ campaign and rapidly 
changing technological innovations, the All India Women's Education Fund Association (AIWEFA) 
took the first step in the direction to sensitize thousands of college students. Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung (FES), Confederation of Indian Industries (CII), Google, Delhi Police and AIR Rainbow 
FM have been the generous partners in this programme to launch 100 CYBER SECURITY 
WORKSHOPS in Delhi-NCR colleges. This Launch has bridged the wide gaps and brought on 
board all the concerned stakeholders, the corporates, academic institutions, non-government 
organisations, government, bilateral agencies, sociologists, psychologists and the police.

To take advantage of the academic calendar of the participating colleges, these capacity 
building workshops are proposed from August end to December 2015 to maximize the student 
and faculty attendance and participation. The program is designed in consultation with College 
Principals to hold workshops of 2-3 hours duration in each college. Copy of the schedule is 
proposed to be shared with the Vice Chancellor, Dean of Colleges, Registrar and Director South 
Campus. This will keep them informed about the workshops and will also make them aware of 
the need to schedule these workshops in their Departments as well. The Nodal Officer for 
mobilization of the students will be the Teacher In charge of Extra Curricular Activities. Student 
volunteers from the NSS, NCC and Sports Council will mobilize and coordinate maximum 
students’ participation and maintain discipline.

It is relevant here to emphasize that in the recent past, AIWEFA has organized Six Pilot 
Workshops at Centre for Professional Development in Higher Education (CPDHE), Delhi 
University on 21 December 2013, Lady Irwin College on 11 January 2014, Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh Morning College on 21 January 2014, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Evening College on 21 
January 2014, All India Women’s Conference (AIWC) on 24 February 2014 and Zakir Hussain 
College on 25 February 2014. AIWEFA received overwhelming responses from the participants 
with demand for more capacity building workshops on the cyber security issues that led to the 
current series of workshops. 
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Indian Scenario

Despite the National Cyber Security Policy, a policy framework by Department of Electronics and 
Information Technology, Ministry of Communication and Information Technology, Government of 
India that aims at protecting the public and private infrastructure from cyber attacks, there are 
areas that require immediate action. Cyberspace is a complex environment consisting of 
interactions between people, software services supported by worldwide distribution of 
information and communication technology. There is an urgent need to protect the personal 
information of web users, financial and banking information and sovereign data.

Though the Government of India is constantly trying to build a secure and resilient cyberspace 
for its citizens, business and government systems, women users are particularly vulnerable. In 
this background, it is important to strengthen the Regulatory Frameworks and create a secure 
cyber ecosystem in the country, generate adequate awareness, trust and confidence in IT 
systems and provide safe financial transactions facilities in cyberspace and thereby enhance 
adoption of IT in all sectors of the economy.

India will be the youngest nation in the world in less than a decade with a median age of 29 
years. While engaging with youth, along with integrating youth perspectives in its activities, 
AIWEFA's cyber campaign envisages 100 Netiquette and Cyber Security Workshops for college 
students. These workshops will mobilize the student community for active cyber citizenship as 
they become aware of cyber security procedures, to broadcast the ease of utilizing the 
government's e services with safety, security and efficiency.

Due to AIWEFA’s excellent affiliations with academic institutions, it proposes to reach out to 
maximum number of cyber space users and targets the 78 colleges of University of Delhi; and 
the rest from faculties & Departments of University of Delhi, (both North & South Campuses), 
AMITY University, Ambedkar University, Jamia Millia Islamia, Medical Colleges like AIIMS, 
Maulana Azad, Lady Hardinge; technical institutions like School of Planning & Architecture, 
Delhi College of Engineering etc. 

The technical consultants, experts in law, IT and Psychology, representatives from the Police, 
Vigilance Departments shall be a part of this cyber security awareness campaign that aims at 
building conducive environment for students and reach out to the maximum users in Delhi/ NCR 
Region.
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 100 Cyber Security Workshops in Delhi-NCR Colleges
India International Centre, New Delhi

Thursday, 20 August 2015 
PROGRAMME (2:30 p.m. to 5:10 p.m.)

II. PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

2.30 – 2.35 pm Invocation and lamp lighting

2.35 -2.40 pm Opening Address Ms. Asha Chandra
President, AIWEFA

2.40 – 2.45 pm Welcome Address Mr. Marc Saxer
Resident Representative, FES India Office

2.45 -3.00 pm Key Note Address Mr. Kiran Karnik
Chairman, CII National Committee on Broadband 
& Telecom

3.00 – 3.15 pm Special Address Dr. Gopal Saxena
Cyber Space Law Expert

3.15 – 3.25 pm Special Address Dr. Muktesh Chander, IPS
Special C.P. (Traffic), Delhi Police 

3.25 – 3.35 pm Special Address Ms. Vineeta Dixit
Public Policy & Govt Relations, Google India

3.35 – 4.15 pm Chief Guest Address Hon'ble Minister Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad
Communications & Information Technology, GOI

4.15 – 4.25 pm Special Address Mr. Nandkumar Saravade
CEO, Data Security Council of India (DSCI)

4.25 – 4.35 pm Conference Address Prof. Dinesh Singh
Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi

4.35 – 4.45 pm Passing the Torch & Baton Launch of Cyber Security Workshops

4.45 – 4.50 pm Vote of Thanks Ms. Sarla Manchanda
Secretary, AIWEFA

4.50 – 5.10 pm Nukkad Natak Mr. Arvind Gaur
Director, Asmita Group
Nukkad Natak on Cyber Security

5.10 pm TEA
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III. PROCEEDINGS

The proceedings are based on deliberations, papers, speeches delivered by the distinguished 
Resource Persons at the launch of 100 Cyber Security Workshops in Delhi/ NCR Colleges, jointly 
organized by the All India Women’s Education Fund Association (AIWEFA) and Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung (FES), India Office on Thursday, 20 August 2015 at Multipurpose Hall, India 
International Centre, New Delhi, India.

Dr. Renuka Pathak: Event Host

Dr. Renuka Pathak, Event Host, warmly greeted everyone and welcomed all present at the 
launch event. Lord Ganesha was invoked with a beautiful prayer recited by Lady Irwin College 
students.

After Ganesh Vandana, the distinguished dignitaries were requested to grace the dais.

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Hon'ble Minister for Communications & Information Technology, 
Mr. Marc Saxer, Resident Representative, FES India Office and Coordinator, Economy of 
Tomorrow, Asia and, Shri Kiran Karnik, Chairman, CII National Committee on Broadband and 
Telecom, lit the lamp and formally opened the proceedings of the launch programme.

Ms. Asha Chandra: Opening Address

Ms. Asha Chandra, President, AIWEFA, formally welcomed all the distinguished guests and 
fellow colleagues in her opening address and briefly presented AIWEFA’s history, starting from 
its humble beginnings in 1929 to the burgeoning efforts that resulted in the strong foundations 
of brick and mortar spread over 16.5 acres, nurturing the Institution that has gone on to earn 
impressive academic accolades that have garnered national and international attention. 

She announced the commencement of AIWEFA’s 85th year journey. In the beginning AIWEFA 
had embarked on the unchartered territory –gradually, a new pathway was shaped with two of 
its supportive goliaths - one that gave it birth in 1929, “All India Women's Conference” that is 
housed at Bhagwan Das Road and has 500 branches, and the other AIWEFA's progeny, the 
illustrious Lady Irwin College at Sikandra Road established by AIWEFA in 1932.

Today, while discharging its fulfilling role as the Trust Body of the College, AIWEFA has also 
re-commenced its engagement with the rural and urban communities to promote better family 
living including environmental, education, health and agricultural issues. Since 1999 AIWEFA 
enjoys consultative status with ECOSOC which allows NGOs to participate in the work of the 
United Nations.

AIWEFA has initiated schemes for vocational training and encourages skill development for self 
employment and to enhance the capacities of those employed. Following the special initiatives 
of the Hon'ble Prime Minister, AIWEFA had launched several programmes during the current 

7



AIWEFA seeks partnerships for women's empowerment

FM Rainbow

year in Skill India, Swachh Bharat and the current Launch of Cyber Security Workshops under 
Digital India initiative.

She emphasized that the need of the hour is to keep pace with technological changes in the 
rapidly changing virtual scenario, and stressed that it has become imperative to address the 
issue and convert fearful victims to confident and empowered consumers of online services 
including e-wallets and other payment portals, reaching out to as many young people as 
possible. She outlined AIWEFA’s plan to conduct 100 cyber security workshops in Delhi-NCR 
Colleges to fulfill the need. She thanked the generous sponsors for 25 workshops, four by FES, 
20 by Google India and one by Amity University. She appealed for sponsorships & partnerships 
for the remaining 75 workshops from the corporate world and the government to accomplish 
AIWEFA’s small step towards achieving the Prime Minster's vision of a DIGITAL INDIA.

Mr. Marc Saxer: Welcome Address

In his welcome address Mr. Marc Saxer acknowledged AIWEFA’s significant role in women’s 
empowerment and briefly narrated FES’s 90 year old history, its geographical spread in 100 
countries and its work in the political and intellectual domains.

He thanked AIWEFA’s President, Ms. Asha Chandra and expressed his gratitude for this great 
partnership opportunity which serves as a step forward in the direction of women’s 
empowerment. Two of most important themes for FES in the current scenario are women 
empowerment and economic transformation, co-operating with women organisations to achieve 
equality for women in all spheres of life. He also emphasized the significant role of women in 
the digital transformation.

Mr. Saxer pointed out that there are quite a few risks involved in public and cyber space, as it is 
full of backlashes and bullies, and in this context it is important to form legal frame works on 
cyber security for women empowerment. He wished that this initiative would open doors for 
abundant opportunities for women to work in safer cyber space and empower women to 
become the drivers of India’s digital transformation. However, he continued that restrictions in 
the name of protection must not be used as a pretext to disempower women.

He referred to a Financial Times article that says India is racing against time and needs to 
evolve a value chain, strengthen its systems and empower 50% of its population and 
emphasized the pivotal role women play in the growth of any country.

In conclusion he emphasized that women’s empowerment equals economic development, and 
hence women should be viewed as drivers of development.

Mr. Kiran Karnik: Key Note Address

In his key note address Mr. Kiran Karnik, Chairman, CII National Committee on Broadband & 
Telecom, illustrated the changing scenario of rural India in the backdrop of India’s IT Revolution, 
with the advent of mobile phones. He explained that it is no longer an instrument that is used 
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for conversations alone; rather it now has multiple features like the radio, calculator, market 
updates among various other apps, that have empowered our rural population. For instance, on 
the basis of the fluctuating price updates, farmers and fishermen alike, decide to whichever 
mandi (market) they should go to sell their produce and sometimes due to the increased supply 
in these markets, the prices drop rapidly. 

Nowadays, banking, travel bookings, tele-communications, and everything else, is made 
available with ease in the virtual space. Our increased dependency has also raised our 
vulnerabilities. It has also raised national concerns as accessing complex, large, confidential 
data has become easier for hackers, terrorists, extremists groups etc. He highlighted that at 
times, we leave the password alongside our Personal Computers for our convenience and it 
loses the very purpose it was meant for. He narrated one anecdote wherein a thief broke into a 
friend’s house and without even breaking the safe, it was emptied as the friend left the key 
there itself. All this has made it necessary to create awareness on the various safety measures 
accessible to the common citizens to enable them to take adequate precautions and safeguard 
themselves in cyber space. He appreciated AIWEFA’s great step forward in this direction to 
multiply the effects of the Prime Minister’s Digital India call.

Dr. Gopal Saxena: Special Address

Dr. Gopal Saxena is a Cyber Space Law Expert and been associated with the technology industry 
for the last 30 years. While delivering his speech, he highlighted the pitfalls of cyber space and 
quoted a statement by Google’s Chairman, that describes the cyber space “as the largest 
ungoverned space, a source of tremendous good & evil”.

Dr. Saxena mentioned the history of the IT Revolution and said that around 2001, the term 
‘Digital Native’ was conceptualized to indicate the population born after the digital revolution 
which has no clue of the pre digital world and perceives things differently than the rest. In 1981 
internet was introduced and has widened this IT imbalance and tipped it in favour of the 
younger generation. It is a constantly changing world and we need to learn to adapt.

He stated that the people sitting in front of computers do not bother about the traces they leave 
behind. The large amount of data is user generated information, and its management, has led 
to a phenomenon that cannot be explained in simple numerical, billion bytes, zeta bytes, etc. as 
the amount of information on the net is greater than the number of stars in the sky.

Each online search, and every transaction is stored somewhere in cyber space and can be used, 
or misused. There are softwares that can analyze big complex data and make life simple, and 
on the other hand they may be misapplied by the vested interests.

The computing powers have improved manifold, so much so that expectant mothers can be 
identified based on their searches online, crime rates in certain areas can be determined, and 
the onset of epidemic can be forecasted 3-4 weeks in advance. For instance, Google, a big 
player, had predicted a flu epidemic in the past.
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He narrated the incident of a New Jersey student wherein cyber bullying led to suicide. He 
informed the participants that cyber crimes affect in multiple ways, some people can lose their 
jobs, and worse, their lives due to cyber bullying and other crimes, and therefore it is highly 
recommended to create safe cyber space.

Dr. Muktesh Chander IPS: Special Address

Dr. Muktesh Chander, IPS, was a student of cyber security and has spent years in service dealing 
with cyber safety space. In his special address he outlined that the internet was initially 
introduced in the USA and it has now become an indispensable part of our daily lives. India has 
become a country where there are more mobile phones than toilets; one has more Face book 
friends than real friends and there are more cyber crimes than officially reported crimes. Official 
numbers are only indicators, and nowadays wars against institutions, countries are fought on 
the internet.

Social media has simplified everything on the net and India is the third youngest nation on Face 
book. He explained cyber laws and acts and went on to narrate an incident of young boys who 
had opened Face book account in the name of ‘Friends of Indian Army’ to collect funds for the 
Uttara Khand flood-victims. Though, no transactions were reported, Indian Army was highly 
offended for using their name without consent. Similarly, there can be many crimes, such as 
cyber-stalking, cyber-bullying, identity theft, and sexual offences.

He informed that he was a part of the draft prepared a couple of years back to protect the rights 
of children against cyber crimes. He recounted a personal anecdote when he tried to protect a 
friend’s daughter against cyber-bullying and gave his own contact number on Facebook. He 
started getting hundreds of calls for help from children across India and started directing them 
to respective concerned officials in their region. Since it is not merely a technical issue, but also 
has social and security concerns, police role is crucial and it should be kept informed and 
equipped to deal with cyber crimes.

Ms. Vineeta Dixit: Special Address 

Ms. Vineeta Dixit, Public Policy & Govt Relations, Google India, delivered her special address on 
the theme and questioned as to how many of the participants had shared their mobile numbers 
and addresses on the net. She informed that sharing confidential information on internet, using 
YouTube by children for home work in Delhi schools though common, has some serious 
concerns. She spoke about how nowadays, the extent of information on the fingertips of 
youngsters is many times more than the information of that many heads of state had 20 years 
back. Since young children have limited understanding, they should be protected by cyber laws. 

She talked about the programs that Google has developed which has lessons and tools for 
online safety, and how it has collaborated with the Government of India to work in 5000 
schools. She further stated that Google is committed to promoting the online identity of internet 
users and looks forward to further partnerships with industries and Civil Society Organizations.
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Hon'ble Minister, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad: Chief Guest Address

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, the Hon'ble Minister for Communications & Information Technology, 
Chief Guest of the launch event informed the participants that India is transforming fast and it 
has over 98 crore mobile phones, 2.5 crores landlines and is the biggest consumer of smart 
phones after the USA. He also emphasized that the internet should belong to all and not only a 
selected few.

He narrated an anecdote that was shared by Rajat Sharma of India TV. He said that once 
Mr. Rajat Sharma saw his househelp playing with his smart phone on the streets for a couple of 
days in successive order. When he inquired his wife about the same she informed him that since 
the internet connectivity on that particular spot was good, the help watches football matches 
there whenever he finds any time.

Shri Prasad highlighted that digital empowerment requires an all pervasive internet penetration, 
and he plans to reach out to every citizen through e-panchyat, e-education, e-health and 
e-business and emancipate the Dalits and Mahadalits (underprivileged classes) too.

He informed the audience about Apollo Hospital that plans to provide on line health services by 
setting up screens at Common Service Centres in villages. Similarly, IITs & IIMS are also being 
linked up with e-education and Skill India plans to help masons, carpenters, farmers via this 
e-service. 

The users of smart phones also need skill training to minimize risks from hacking, bullying, 
extremism etc. and use their devices optimally. He shared an incident about how once, the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi asked the audience how many amongst 
them knew about the uses of smart phones and not too many hands were raised.

He listed the good initiatives of the Modi government in linking banking, Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan, Ganga cleaning, and Jan-Dhan Yojana, via internet and social media sites. He said 
that under the leadership of the then Hon’ble P.M. Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, he was proud to be 
associated with the National Highway Program and now he is honoured to bridge the gap 
between digital haves and have-nots.

He said that the Government is planning on providing digital lockers, e-basta, scholarships 
portals, student education loans via this platform for young India while stressing that cyber 
threats are a challenge and will be dealt with accordingly.

He emphasized the need to meet cyber security concerns and said if someone hacks the 
transportation system of a country, nothing more is required to destroy the country and 
therefore it is imperative that digital training and security issues are met adequately and 
promptly. He also said that there is a traffic control institution in Delhi to take care of such issues 
and it is amazing to notice the complex issues, systems, portals they are dealing with.

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, the Hon'ble Minister for Communications & Information Technology, 
Chief Guest lighted the Mashaal (lamp) to mark the launch and handed it over to Prof. Dinesh 
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Singh, Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi who in turn handed it over to Dr. Anupa Siddhu, 
Director, Lady Irwin College & to the Principal, the School of Planning and Architecture (SPA). 
The Mashaal and the baton were passed to the college representatives who are responsible to 
hand over the same to other principals post the launch programme in continuation of the spirit 
to cover 100 colleges in the coming months.

Mr. Nandkumar Saravade: Special Address

Shri Nandkumar Saravade, CEO, Data Security Council of India (DSCI) in his special address 
appreciated AIWEFA’s great initiative on conducting the workshop in 100 colleges to create 
awareness on safety concerns in cyber space and the need to adequately deal with security 
threats.

He stated a narrative of a friend’s 21 year old daughter in Canada who had gone to Indonesia 
for internship and had to face a strenuous ordeal there. He further emphasized the need of 
more interactive workshops and devices for proliferation. He spoke of an incident of a PIL that 
came to Supreme Court with regard to jurisdiction issue as there is not much awareness 
amongst policemen and other law enforcement officials with regards to internet security. 
Awareness as a preventive tool is important and children should also be taught to become more 
responsive, ethical and responsible citizens. There is a need to develop mechanisms to deal with 
the security issues. He highlighted that training of police is yet another area that requires 
attention as conviction rate is low and privacy issues are not adequately dealt with. Privacy 
frameworks also need to be developed.

Prof. Dinesh Singh: Conference Address

Prof. Dinesh Singh, Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi, greeted everyone and said that he was 
delighted to be there as no matter how much one learns, there is always scope for more 
information. 

In his conference address he shared a personal anecdote, about his mother–in-law who is a 
lawyer and has a logical approach to technology too and actively stays in touch with her 
grandchildren using IT devices. She is competent enough to figure the Vice Chancellor’s location 
on the basis of a phone call they had exchanged. However, along with pluses there are minuses 
too, and her own son discovered her password and played a prank with one of her grandsons. 
This was to indicate that IT cyber passwords can be cracked and there was a similar incident on 
a much larger scale when the Russians hackers hacked millions of credit cards in the US.

Though, Google has developed some method to protect passwords, with increased usage one 
becomes more vulnerable. He cited how he had once become a victim himself, filed an FIR and 
was efficiently helped out by Delhi police. 

He told the users that android phone users are more prone to vulnerability as with each added 
app, they are opening doors for more hackers. He also noted that even Delhi University colleges 
do not have secure cyber spaces and therefore crores are spent on hand delivering of exam 
papers to avoid leakage.
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Ms. Sarla Manchanda: Vote of Thanks

Ms. Sarla Manchanda, Secretary, AIWEFA offered her special thanks to Shri Ravi Shankar 
Prasad, Hon'ble Minister for Communications & Information Technology who spared his valuable 
time for the launch. 

She then went on to thank Mr. Marc Saxer, Resident Representative, FES India Office for his 
financial support & his informative address and Prof. Dinesh Singh, Vice Chancellor, University 
of Delhi for involvement of academicians in this program. 

Shri Kiran Karnik, Chairman, CII National Committee on Broadband and Telecom was offered 
special thanks for his excellent address and sharing technical know-how.

Ms. Vineeta Dixit, Public Policy & Govt Relations, Google India, was thanked for the sponsorship 
of 20 workshops and CII for its proactive participation in the event. 

The Principal of Lady Irwin College was thanked for initiating the workshop in the college and 
Amity University, for confirming its participation on experimental basis. 

Shri Arvind Gaur, Director, Asmita Group was thanked for preparing the Nukkad Natak on 
Cyber Security and was requested to stage the play in the ground adjoining the hall. 

The entire AIWEFA Team was offered thanks for their constant support.

The meeting was adjourned with a vote of thanks and participants were requested to join to 
enjoy the street play being performed by artists of Asmita Group in the ground outside the 
meeting hall.

The launch event concluded successfully with high tea.
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IV. ANNEXES

 PROFILES OF THE RESOURCE PERSONS

Honourable Minister, Shri. Ravi Shankar Prasad

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad is the Union Cabinet Minister for Communications & 
Information Technology in the Government of India. He is an eminent Lawyer 
and a Senior Advocate in the Supreme Court of India, and has been an MP 
since the year 2000. Since his appointment as the Cabinet Minister for C&IT 
on 26th May, 2014, he has been spearheading the task of reviving India’s 

telecom sector. He is also actively leading the task of developing India into a global electronics 
manufacturing hub.

The flagship program of Digital India, which aims to bring about good governance by extensive 
use of IT, is being implemented under his leadership. Prior to that, he was appointed as a 
Minister of State for Coal and Mines and was entrusted with the responsibility of reviving the 
loss, making Coal India Limited- a Public Sector Undertaking managing the vast coal resources 
of India. In July 2002, he was given additional responsibility as a Minister of State for Law & 
Justice. In January 2003, he was elevated in the Union Cabinet as Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting. He pioneered the Cable Television reforms in India and ushered the country into 
the digital TV era. He is credited for introducing Direct To Home (DTH) satellite telecast services 
in India. He played a key role in liberalizing the FM radio services in India which opened up 
private sector participation in this field. Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad is a senior leader of the ruling 
Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) & has held very crucial organizational positions of the party at the 
national level, including National General Secretary, Chief Spokesperson of the party and Head 
of the Media Division. As a Cabinet Minister, he is also the Spokesperson of the Government. He 
is well travelled and has represented India in various International Conferences and UN. 

He has also contributed in many leading national dailies, highlighting contemporary legal and 
constitutional issues in India.

Asha Chandra

Ms. Asha Chandra, an English (Hons) graduate of Delhi University, is currently 
President of AIWEFA. She has held several important positions such as 
Chairperson, Governing Body, Lady Irwin College, Advisor, AIWEFA and IACR, 
Chairperson, Lady Irwin College Sexual Harassment Committee and President 
of the Panchshila Ladies Welfare Association. A major area of her interest is 

film, television, media and advertising and she established her own film making company, 
Omashar Films. She has produced, directed and scripted successful telefilms, documentaries 
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and institutional films. She is also an avid proponent of sustainable development, women’s 
empowerment and child rights. She has worked for over 15 years on highly relevant socially 
sensitive issues and reached out to a larger population through her rural and urban projects at 
the grass roots level. She has provided policy inputs to government and made representations to 
parliamentary standing committees, provided strategy development and planning inputs at 
United Nations NGO sessions.

Sarla Manchanda

Ms. Sarla Manchanda, currently Secretary, AIWEFA, has rendered her selfless 
services to this organisation for the past fifteen years. She is serving as its 
Secretary for the last 5 years and looks after the general administration. She 
has organised various activities and to name a few – 6 workshops on 
“Violence against Women & HIV/AIDS” in and around Delhi, 9 Solar Fairs in 

Haryana Villages; 2 national seminars on Green and Solar Energy in Delhi; and AIFEFA - Nina 
Sibal Memorial Award every year and all the AIWEFA’s 85th Year activities and programmes. 

She is former Associate Professor of Applied and Textile Chemistry at Lady 
Irwin College, New Delhi. She has been consultant to some Indian & 
International Schools on educational and scientific affairs.

Marc Saxer

Mr. Marc Saxer is the Resident Representative of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung 
(FES) in Delhi, India, and the Regional Coordinator of the Asia-Europe 

Economy of Tomorrow Project. Mr. Marc's work focuses on transformation and democratization 
processes. His work has been published in nine languages, and was featured in major news 
outlets around the world. Prior to that he headed the FES Thailand office and coordinated the 
global security, democracy promotion and climate policy working lines of the FES Dialogue on 
Globalization program. Mr. Marc holds a Masters of Law from Hamburg University and a Master 
in Political Science from Free University of Berlin.

Kiran Karnik

Mr. Kiran Karnik is widely recognized for his work in the IT sector, as the 
President of NASSCOM from 2001 to 2008, and for helping put Satyam 
Computers back on track – as the Chairman of its government-appointed 
Board – after it suffered the biggest corporate fraud in India’s history. 
Currently, he is a member of a number of government committees, including 

Scientific Advisory Council to the Prime Minister, National Innovation Council and Prime 
Minister’s committee on National e- Governance Programme. He is involved with a number of 
not-for-profit organizations in the fields of education and development, and also serves as an 
Independent Director on the Board of a few companies.
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He is a Senior Fellow at Centre for Public Awareness and Critical Theory (CPACT) of Shiv Nadar 
University. Mr. Karnik also serves as a Director on the Central Board of Reserve Bank of India, 
and Chairs the Local Board for the Western Region. He has authored a book on NASSCOM and 
the IT industry, and regularly contributes in major national dailies. Before NASSCOM, Mr. Karnik 
was CEO of Discovery Communications India (1995-2001) and launched Discovery Channel 
and Animal Planet in India and South Asia. As Founder-Director of Consortium for Educational 
Communication (1991-95), he oversaw production and transmission of UGC’s Countrywide 
Classroom TV programmes. Prior to that, he had spent over two decades with ISRO and was 
deeply involved in the use of space technology, especially for education and development, 
including the path-breaking SITE and Kheda projects. Mr. Karnik has been conferred many 
awards, including the Padma Shri.

Gopal Saxena

Dr. Gopal Saxena is an expert on Cyber Space Law and has been associated 
with the technology industry for over three decades, half of which was with 
Internet Companies as Co-owner and Senior Consultant. He received his 
Ph.D. from National Law School of India University, Bangalore, India's best 
Law school after submitting his thesis on Cloud Computing - Legal 

Implications, which was awarded first by NLS in this field and is probably among the very few if 
not the only one awarded by any major law school in India till date. He received his MBA from 
IMD, Lausanne, Switzerland, a prestigious business school, and among the top 5 in Europe, 
after completing his B. Tech in Electrical Engineering from Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi. 
Dr. Saxena was the Senior Professor of Business Strategy, Entrepreneurship & Finance (MBA 
Program) at ICFAI Business School, Bangalore India and has published 5 books (on Cyberspace 
law) and a number of academic papers and articles on Cyberspace law and Management 
subjects. He is currently Visiting Professor for Entrepreneurship at I.I.M. Trichy and Managing 
Trustee of a nationally ranked CBSE School in Bangalore. He currently resides in the USA but 
visits India often on academic assignments.

Muktesh Chander, IPS

Dr. Muktesh Chander has served as the Special Commissioner of Police Traffic 
since May, 2014. He has previously been appointed as the Joint 
Commissioner of Police, Prime Minister Security, Centre Director Cyber 
Division, NTRO, IG, Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Additional 
Commissioner of Police Traffic Delhi, Additional Commissioner of Police Crime 

Branch with Delhi Police, and DIG, Goa Police. Dr. Chander has been associated with Law 
enforcement, Cyber crime investigation, Information Security, Critical Information Infrastructure 
Protection, Criminology, Law, Cyber Law, and Urban Traffic Management. He has done his BE in 
Electronics and Communication from DTU, formerly known as DCE, and his Ph.D. in Information 
Security from IIT-Delhi.
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Vineeta Dixit

Ms. Vineeta Dixit has over 24 years of experience in India and the UK. She 
has worked extensively in the areas of technology, education and governance. 
In the last 10 years she has transitioned from mainstream corporate life to ICT 
for Development (ICT4D) and public policy initiatives. She currently works with 
Google in the Public Policy and Government Relations where she is 

responsible for developing and leading public policy campaigns across the full range of policy 
areas that impact Google and the web, engaging directly with policy-makers, and building a 
network of trade associations, industry partners, non-profit groups and others to support policies 
that will help create and maintain a user-focused online environment as well as an open 
Internet. She has served as the Principal Consultant - Citizen Engagement for the $10Bn 
National e-Governance Plan of Government of India. Ms. Dixit has an MSc. in Social Policy and 
Development from London School of Economics and a Masters in Business Administration from 
The Business School, Jammu University, India.

Nandkumar Saravade

Mr. Nandkumar Saravade holds a Bachelor's degree in Engineering from 
Government College of Engineering, Aurangabad as well as a Masters degree 
from Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay. He is the CEO of Data Security 
Council of India, a premier industry organization on data protection, set up by 
NASSCOM. He was, until recently, working as an independent advisor on 

fraud and security to Ernst & Young. Till September 2013, he was the South Asia head of 
Security, Investigation and Vigilance function for Citibank. During 2008-2011, he worked as the 
General Manager for Financial Crime Prevention Group, ICICI Bank.

Till 2008, Mr. Saravade served with the Indian Police Service (IPS). His last assignment in the IPS 
was Director, Cyber Security and Compliance, NASSCOM, which involved policy formulation on 
cyber security and privacy, capacity building for law enforcement, advising NASSCOM members 
on incident response management and organizing mass awareness campaigns on cyber 
security. Mr. Saravade also served in the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for seven years 
and West Bengal Police for six years. He was awarded the Prime Minister's Baton and Revolver 
for being the Best All-round Probationer of the 1987 batch of the IPS and also the Indian Police 
Medal for Distinguished Services.

Previously a member of the High Level Group on Electronic Banking Controls Governance and 
Technology Risk Management Standards set up by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Mr. Saravade 
has also been Chairman of India Payment Risk Council (IPRC), a body of fraud risk professionals 
in Indian banks. 
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Dinesh Singh
Prof. Dinesh Singh, born on 6th May, 1955, is a painter, acclaimed public 
speaker and a student of Gandhian Philosophy. He has served at the University 
of Delhi as Director, South Campus from 2005-2010 and as Pro-Vice Chancellor 
before taking up the Vice Chancellorship of the University of Delhi on 29th 
October 2010. He is a member of the Scientific Advisory Committee to the 

Union Cabinet, Govt. of India and a Member of the Governing Body of AIIMS, New Delhi. He has 
published numerous research papers in international as well as national journals and is a recipient 
of one of the highest civilian awards- Padma Shri - for his distinguished contributions. He has been 
conferred honorary doctorates by the University of Edinburgh; National University of Ireland, Cork; 
University of Houston and National Institute of Technology, Kurukshetra. He has also been 
bestowed the Career Award of the University Grants Commission and the AMU Prize of the Indian 
Mathematical Society. Dr. Singh earned his Bachelors and Master’s Degree in Mathematics from St. 
Stephens College and his M.Phil. from the University of Delhi. He acquired his Ph.D. degree from 
the Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine, London, England. 

Arvind Gaur
Mr. Arvind Gaur is an Indian theatre Director, known for his innovative work on 
socially and politically relevant issues. His plays are contemporary and thought-
provoking, connecting the intimate personal spheres of existence to larger social 
political issues.

His work deals with internet censorship, communalism, caste issues, feudalism, 
domestic violence, crimes of state, politics of power, violence, injustice, social discrimination, 
marginalization and racism. 

Mr. Gaur is the leader of Asmita, a leading Hindi theater group, committed to raising awareness on 
socio-political issues. He has received a research fellowship awarded by the MHRD, India 
(1997–98). He was on the guest faculty of Delhi University for Theatre in education program for 
three years. He has conducted many theatre workshops and performed in colleges, institutions, 
universities and schools in India and abroad. He has organized theatre workshops for children in 
schools and slums as well as street theatre performances on relevant socio-political issues. He has 
directed more than 60 stage plays over two decades.

He has been awarded with the ‘Artists for Change’ Karmaveer Puraskaar, ‘Noble Laureates 2008’ 
by ICONGO - Confederation of NGOs, ‘Special Jury Award’ for best play in experimentation with 
tradition at International Solo Theatre Festival, Armenia, 2004, ‘Colour of Nation Award’ at 
International Theatre Festival, Nizhnevartovsk, Russia for Solo Play ‘Madhavi’ by Rashi Bunny, 
2005, ‘Radha Krishna Award’ for his contribution to Delhi’s Art & Culture, 2007, ’Udhbhav Shikhar 
Samman’ (in memory of Aacharya Vijyendra Sanathak), 2008 and ‘Swar-Dhrohar Award’, 2007.

He has directed more than 40 street plays on Corruption, Garbage, Road Rage, and Dastak. He is 
regarded as a man with a message who believes that change can start from society, if we wish to 
start the change.
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 Programme - On Site  Programme - Off Site

Friday 5 December 2014 at the NIOS Campus, NOIDA 
(UP) 
• AIWEFA, in partnership with NIOS & UNFPA mobilises 

underprivileged women to be Maruti Suzuki India Limited 
(MSIL) trained safe car drivers.

• NIOS students participated in various activities like music, 
drama, essay writing, painting. 

Monday 22 December 2014 at India International 
Centre (IIC), New Delhi. 
• Launch of women car driver training by Chief Guest 

Justice Aftab Alam (Retd.), Supreme Court of India in the 
presence of Mr. Mahesh Rajoria, G.M., MSIL.

• Lyrics recitals of ‘Ladli” from album ‘Raunaq’ by Mr. Kapil 
Sibal, Senior Advocate.

Tuesday 13 January 2015 at the AIWEFA Office, Lady 
Irwin College, New Delhi – 110001 
• Swachh Lohri Campaign led by Ms. Meenakshi Lekhi, 

Member of Parliament from AIWEFA office, Lady Irwin 
College through Babar Road to Bengali Market.

• ECO Club of LIC – Poster & Slogan Writing Competition 
on Swachhta Abhiyan. 

January to March 2015 Women Safe Car Driver Training 
• Mobilisation of 460 underprivileged women to train for 

35.5 hours at MSIL training centres including 20 hours on 
road training, 2.5 hours simulator, 10 hours class room 
and 1.5 hour internal assessment and 1.5 hour external 
assessment.

• Training cost (Rs. 9000/- per trainee) is being  borne by 
the organisation. This includes assessment fee for ASDC & 
learners license fee as well. 

March 2015 onwards : Project OLA - AIWEFA KAUSHAL 
Mobilisation of women to become OLA AIWEFA Kaushal  
commercial drivers of cabs by women for women

2 to 17 March 2015 at Ashram Community Centre, New 
Delhi. 
• Self Defence training for 150 underprivileged women by 

Delhi Police.

Saturday 23 May 2015, AIWEFA-UNESCO New Delhi 
Office  day-long conference at the Multipurpose Hall, 
India International Centre (IIC), New Delhi.
• “Transition of women from education to full employment”. 

85TH YEAR EVENT CALENDAR

December 2014

January 2015

March 2015

May 2015

August 2015

September / October 2015
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Sunday 2 August 2015, at Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat 
Centre (IHC), New Delhi 
• 13th AIWEFA – Nina Sibal Memorial Award of Rs. 5 Lakhs 

to an NGO working on disabilities, with the endowment 
made by Shri Kapil Sibal, Senior Advocate

Thursday 20 August, at Multipurpose Hall, India 
International Centre (IIC), New Delhi
• Launch of 100 Cyber Workshops by Chief Guest Hon'ble 

Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad. Conference address by 
Prof. Dinesh Singh, Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi.

• Women's Empowerment Programme with Delhi Police
• Gala Event to celebrate 85 years of women’s 

empowerment. This may include lighting of the heritage 
AIWEFA office and the college building under the heritage 
lighting initiative.

Tuesday 25 August, at Lady Irwin College &  Institute of 
Home Economics, New Delhi
• 1st & 2nd Cyber Security Workshops
Friday 28 August, at Amity University Uttar Pradesh, 
Noida, U.P.
• 3rd Cyber Security Workshop

Monday 1 September, at Mata Sundri College, New 
Delhi
• 4th Cyber Security Workshop
Tuesday, 22 September, GOOGLE India Workshop at 
Keshav Mahavidyalay & Indraprastha College, New 
Delhi
• 5th & 6th Cyber Security Wokshops
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LAUNCH OF 100 CYBER WORKSHOPS 
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100 CYBER WORKSHOPS 

Cyber Security Workshop at lady Irwin College, New Delhi on 25th August 2015

Cyber Security Workshop at Amity University Uttar Pradesh, Noida, U.P. on 28th August, 2015

Cyber Security Workshop at Institute of Home Economics, New Delhi held on 25th August, 2015

Cyber Security Workshop at Mata Sundri College, New Delhi on 1st September, 2015


